The Return Home

rejection of Mr- Gerard, it would only have created a lot of
unnecessary ill-feeling, as was the case at the nomination of
Mr. Hill. It is the custom in America to select the Ambassadors
from politically influential circles of the triumphant party;
irrespective of whether Tammany-Hall or any other organization
is concerned.
Moreover,  in 1913  I believed that  Mr.   Gerard would be
welcome in Berlin, for social reasons alone.    Everybody knew
that the Kaiser liked to have Ambassadors who entertained on
a lavish scale.    Mr. Gerard was the only man, among all the
candidates of that day, who seemed fitted for this and in a
position to live up to it, while his rich and amiable wife was
admirably stilted to help him in his task.    Before the war, an
American Ambassador in Berlin really never had any political
business to transact, for it was the tradition with the United
^ States Government to conduct all negotiations almost exclusively
with the diplomatic corps in Washington.    In 1913, therefore,
I had no reason to advocate the rejection of Mr. Gerard in Berlin*
Unfortunately, it was precisely in the social sphere that he had,
before the war, experienced certain disappointments in Berlin,
which, as far as we were concerned, might have been avoided,
and it is possible that Mr. Gerard may have been influenced by
these   regrettable   incidents.    In   any   case,   the   Ambassador
did not like Berlin, and lie took too little pains to conceal the
fact*    Mr. Gerard was not the sort of man to be able to swim
against the tide of anti-German feeling, once it had' become the
proper thing in America to be pro-Ally.    As to whether any
other United States Ambassador would have shown less hostility
to us, however, may be reasonably doubted.    I have already
singled out the Adlon dinner as a proof of the fact that Mr.
Gerard could behave differently.
Be all this as it may, the reasons which were alleged genuinely
to justify the hostile attitude of General Headquarters towards
myself, struck me as not Toeing sufficiently weighty. I say
" General Headquarters" intentionally, for the Kaiser was
manifestly only prejudiced against me by the usual whisperings
that characterized the Wilhelrmniaa epoch.
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